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INTRODUCTION
There are many reasons to install fencing on your property, including security, aesthetics, property value, 
and definition of property lines. Despite its importance, many people rarely give their fence a second 
thought.

At A&G Fencing, we have been designing, constructing, and repairing fences since 1987, so you could say 
that we know a thing or two about fencing. Whether you are looking to put in an arbour in your backyard, 
or fencing for your 200 acre horse farm, we have the experience and knowledge you need to  make fencing 
decisions that will stand the test of time.
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CHOOSING MATERIALS   02

When it comes to constructing a fence, materials are perhaps the most im-
portant aspect. Should you choose vinyl or wood? Should you go with pine 
or cedar? There many material options, price points, advantages and restric-
tions to consider, and A & G Fencing will help you navigate the options and 
pick the right material for the job.

DESIGNING A FENCE  06

The design of your fence is crucial for a number of reasons. Whether you are 
looking to keep children and pets safe, add some privacy, or to gain some 
curb appeal; the design of your fence should be determined by your needs. 
We can help you to determine your fencing requirements and decide on a 
design that suits the style of you and your home.

SETTING A BUDGET  08

For most homeowners, the biggest factor in determining your fencing materi-
als, design, and location is your budget. In this section, you will learn more 
about setting an appropriate budget, what you can expect to pay, and how 
the costs breakdown for a typical fencing project.

SELECTING A FENCING CONTRACTOR  10

Fencing your property is an investment, so you want to be sure that you are 
putting your money in the hands of a great contractor. We will tell you what 
to look for and what questions to ask when it comes time to hire a fencing 
contractor, helping you make a decision that you can feel great about.

BUILDING A SOLID FENCE  12

The materials and appearance of your new fence won’t matter much if it isn’t 
built well. There are important things to keep in mind when it comes to the 
construction of your fence, and some things to keep an eye on when it comes 
to installation.

MAINTAINING YOUR NEW FENCE   14

Once you have built your new fence, you will want to be sure that you take 
care of any maintenance moving forward so that you can ensure that your 
investment is solid for years to come.
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CHOOSING MATERIALS

Despite advancements in technology 
and materials, wood fencing remains 
the number one choice for most 
homeowners. It is a versatile, afford-
able choice that offers almost limitless 
options when it comes to design and 
construction. There are many species 
of wood to choose from, and different 
species of wood can vary widely in cost, 
as well as maintenance and longevity. 
In consideration of the longevity of the 
fence, we at     A & G Fencing only build 
out of cedar material.

Wood fences can be arranged in nearly 
every configuration imaginable; there-
fore, they are well-suited to every style 
of house and property.

With proper maintenance, you can 
expect your wood fence to last about 20 
years, so you will want to plan for regular 
staining, cleaning, and the occasional 
repair. If you would like your fence to 
last a little bit longer, be sure that you 
select a high-quality material to begin 
with. Talk to us about using Woodguard 
posts (www.Woodguard.com), instead of 
regular 4x4 pressure treated wood. 

Woodguard posts are vinyl wrapped over 
top of wood and will stand the test of 
time, outlasting a wood post by a signifi-
cant amount of time.

WOOD

When it comes to building a fence, one of the most important decisions that you will make is selecting a 
material. Not only will this be a major factor in your costs, but it will also determine the longevity of your 
fence, your maintenance needs, and any restrictions in design. Read more about some of the different                
materials available for your new fence to determine the option that is right for your home or property.
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PINE
Pine is a less expensive species of wood, which may save you money in the initial 
purchase. Unfortunately, pine is susceptible to rot and insect damage when left 
untreated, so your maintenance will likely be significantly higher as you work to keep 
your fence clean and properly stained and protected. Even though pressure treated 
pine offers greater durability and weather resistance, it is still not a great choice as it 
gets these properties through a chemical process.

CEDAR
Cedar has long been considered the top choice for fencing projects, due in large part 
to its natural resistance to rot. This high-quality lumber choice has a natural resist-
ance to moisture, rot, and insect infestation, making it a great choice for your fencing 
project. It is also prized for its beautiful grain, which can be accentuated with stain. 
Of course, you can also paint your cedar fence too, so it may be a good option if you 
have a particular colour in mind.

At A&G Fencing, we only use the highest quality Canadian cedar for our fences and we offer pre-staining to 
ensure a quality application. If that weren’t enough, we also build all of our wood panels in our shop to ensure 

a quality-controlled environment, free from the elements during construction.

While some may consider chainlink not 
to be a particularly glamorous or beauti-
ful material, many homeowners do find 
it to be a practical option. Typically, 
chainlink fencing is about half of the 
cost of other material options, and its 
durability makes it a great choice for 
families with large pets. It is also one 
of the lowest maintenance options for 
homeowners.

Unfortunately, chainlink fencing doesn’t 
offer many options when it comes to 
privacy, so if you are looking to create a 
backyard sanctuary, this is probably not 
the option for you. While privacy slats for 
chainlink fences are popular, it is import-
ant to note that these privacy slats form 

more of a screen effect than a complete 
visual block. These privacy slats can also 
add some additional shade for children 
and pets in your yard.

It is also important to keep in mind any 
additional maintenance that may be 
added by landscaping around the fence. 
For example, some homeowners will 
plant vines and hedges near their chain-
link fence to disguise it. While this can be 
a visually appealing option, you will also 
need to consider the time spent trim-
ming hedges and pruning vines.

CHAINLINK
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If you are looking for the ultimate in low 
maintenance fencing without comprom-
ising appearance, then vinyl may be the 
answer.

Vinyl fencing is incredibly resilient as 
it is not impacted by heavy rainfall or 
excessive sunlight. Essentially, it is 
one of the most durable options avail-
able and it will always look brand-new. 
Because vinyl fencing does not need to 
be painted or stained and it is easy to 
clean, there are few maintenance costs 
associated with it, though it will cost you 
more initially.

Due to the nature of vinyl fencing, the 
only colour options available are light, 
as a dark colour would absorb too much 
heat and cause the fence to warp. Colour 
options include white, stone, clay and 
almond, though white has been the 
standard as the other colors are a bit 
more expensive. There are also numer-
ous options available for adding decora-
tive and safety accessories to your vinyl 
fencing, and it is a popular option for 
homeowners looking for a picket, pri-
vacy, or ranch-style fence.

VINYL

Ornamental iron has long been con-
sidered an elegant and beautiful option 
for fencing a property. There are a num-
ber of design options available allowing 
you to find the perfect fence to compli-
ment your home or property, and it is a 
great choice for homeowners who are 
looking to add value to a property.

Ornamental iron is incredibly durable 
and stands up well to harsh weather 
conditions, including rain, sunlight, 
and heat. While it doesn’t offer a lot of 
privacy, it is a great option for security 
and is popular for swimming pool areas 
because it offers clean sightlines.

This option is more expensive than some 
of the others, but despite the additional 
costs, nothing really compares to the 
look of ornamental iron.

ORNAMENTAL IRON
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If you need a fence that offers security, 
privacy, noise reduction, and longevity, 
there is no better option than concrete. 
In fact, concrete has become a popu-
lar option for cities and the Ministry of 
Transportation as it is the best option 
available for noise reduction. It is also 
becoming a more popular option for 
Strata’s and developers too.

A concrete fence could be considered a 
“forever” fence. With proper sealing, it 
is impervious to moisture, heat, rot, and 
other factors that can cause fencing de-
cay. Of course, this means that concrete 
fencing is not a do-it-yourself option 
and professional installation is recom-
mended. 

CONCRETE
As well as being an incredible sound 
barrier, concrete fencing is also versatile 
and can be installed up to 10’ high, if 
your area bylaws allow. This fencing op-
tion also offers the best privacy with no 
visual spaces and added security with its 
solid surface.

All of these great features in concrete fencing does come at a price, however. This is the 
most expensive fencing option that we offer, but its longevity may make it worthwhile 

for your home, business, or strata property.
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DESIGNING A FENCE
Your fencing contractor should be able to offer you ideas, help, and support as you 
determine the design for your fence.
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When it comes to the design of your fence, the first thing that you will need to consider are your restrictions.

What are your area bylaws?

Does your community have any bylaws?

What is the style of your home or neighbourhood?

What direction does the wind blow and how strong is it?

Where is the sun or shade located in relation to the fence?

How high do you need the fence to be?

How much privacy would you like?

FIRST STEPS

Now the fun part of your fence construction can begin! 
Take a look on Pinterest or on websites like Houzz.com for 
some design ideas and save images that you love, wheth-
er they are magazine clippings or online finds. If you like 
the basic idea for a design, but find that it wouldn’t be 
practical for your family’s needs, your fencing contractor 
can offer some additional ideas.

Your fencing contractor should be able to offer you ideas, 
help, and support as you determine the design for your 
fence. At A & G Fencing, we have come across many differ-
ent situations and design styles and we are always happy 
to share our ideas and experience with you. If you can im-
agine it, we can build it!

FINDING INSPIRATION

Once you’ve answered the above questions, you will have narrowed down some of your design options and 
you may even have identified some solid design ideas.
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SETTING A BUDGET

HOW MUCH FOOTAGE IS INVOLVED?
One of the biggest determining factors in 
the cost of your fence will be its length. 
Measure the perimeter of your property 
or the space which you would like to 
fence. It may also be helpful to sketch 
this information out on graph paper for 
your fencing contractor, making note 
of any challenges, obstacles, or special 
features.

Next, you will need to determine how 
high you need your fence to be. If you 
are looking for some more privacy, or if 
you need to secure your yard for a large 
dog, you will likely want your fence to 
be around 6 feet or 1.8 metres high. If 
you are fencing your front yard, you may 
want to choose a lower fence height of 
about 3 feet or 1 metre high.

Keep in mind that every municipality has 
bylaws and regulations when it comes 
to fencing, including setbacks, sightlines 
(particularly important for corner lots), 
heights, and even building materials. 
While it is great to have a solid plan in 
mind for your new fence, remember that 
it may need to be adapted to meet your 
local regulations or our recommenda-
tion after a site visit.

When it comes to budgeting for a new fence, there are a number of things that you will need to know and 
take into consideration. Once you have determined some core needs, wants, and restrictions, you will be 
able to determine a reasonable budget range for your new fence.
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HOW MUCH SHOULD I PAY?

CHAINLINK
Depending on the height of your chain-
link fence and any additional details, you 
can expect to pay between $10 and $18 
per foot.

WOOD
Wood fencing varies more in price than 
some of the other options because there 
are so many varieties of wood and de-
tails that can be added. For a well done 
wood fence, you can expect prices to 
start at $18-30 per foot.

VINYL
Vinyl fencing typically costs more up 
front, but you will likely save money in 
maintenance and replacement down the 
line. A simple privacy vinyl fence should 
start at $35-50 per foot and go up from 
there, depending on height and style. If 
you are looking for a 3-rail fence design, 
popular as a horse fence and on rural 
properties, costs start at $14-16 per foot.

They say that you get what you pay for, and when it comes to fencing, that old adage couldn’t be more true. If 
you truly want your fence to last and stand up to the elements, you will want to invest in good quality materi-
als and an experienced contractor. Below are some samples of what you may expect to pay* for a profession-
ally installed fence per foot in a typical back yard.

IRON
Wrought iron fencing is certainly the 
most cost prohibitive of your options, 
but many homeowners also find it the 
most beautiful, making it an excellent 
option for increasing property value. 
Like our other material options, the cost 
of your iron fence will largely depend on 
any design details but the pricing starts 
at about $35-45 per foot.

CONCRETE
Concrete fences are an excellent option 
for those who want the best in privacy 
and an option that helps reduce noise. 
Prices typically range between $50 and 
$75 per foot.

HOW MUCH SHOULD I PAY?
If your yard is located on a slope, irregularly shaped lot, or other unusual circumstance, then you need to 
budget for a higher installation cost. When your fencing contractor needs to make special cuts, measure-
ments, add additional design details, and take extra time for the installation in general, your costs are going 
to be higher. Be sure to factor any special requests and challenges into your budget so that you aren’t caught 
unaware when you request quotes.

Now that you have an idea of what you can expect to pay and what budget you feel comfortable with, you 
are ready to begin the hunt for a reputable fencing contractor.
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SELECTING A FENCING 
CONTRACTOR
A great contractor will be able to assist you with everything from bylaw regulations to 
material selection, design, and construction.
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When it comes to constructing a new fence, the most important decision that you will make is which fencing contractor 
to hire. A great contractor will be able to assist you with everything from bylaw regulations to material selection, design, 
and construction. They should offer a fair price and be a company that you communicate with well. If they don’t under-
stand what you want and you don’t understand what they are doing, you will likely have a poor experience.

When you are looking for a fencing contractor, the first place you want to look is within your own network. Ask your 
friends and family if they have any recommendations or know of someone who does. You can even post out on social 
media and as your Facebook friends or Twitter followers to offer up suggestions.

Take a drive around the neighbourhood and see if you spot any recently installed fences that you like. Most home-
owners are happy to pass on a recommendation, so don’t be afraid to approach the home and ask about their experi-
ence with their chosen contractor. If the homeowner had a negative experience, they will likely share that with you, and 
you will have an idea of fencing contractors that you may want to avoid.

When you are looking for a fencing contractor, you should consider getting at least 2-3 quotes from reputable                                  
companies and be sure to ask them the following questions:

How long have you been in business?
On average, how many fences do you install each year?
When will you get started and how long will the job take?
Do you have insurance and can I see your documents/proof?
Will you handle building permits, bylaws, utilities, and/or surveys?
What does your estimate include? What is not included in the estimate?
Do you offer a warranty?
How does your invoicing work?
Do you have any references from the past year?
Do you use subcontractors for any of the work?
What is your policy for waste removal and cleanup?
How deep will the fence posts be installed? Do you use concrete?
How will you handle the slope in my yard? (If you have a sloped yard)
What maintenance will my fence need moving forward?

A & G Fencing is happy to answer any and all questions that our clients may have, 
as should any contracting company.
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BUILDING A SOLID FENCE

FENCE POSTS INSTALLATION
Fence posts are one of the biggest factors in the stability and security of a fence. 
Roughly a third of your fence post should be in the ground and encased in concrete. 
This means that if your fence is 6 feet tall, your fence post should be 9 feet long with 
3 feet of length in the ground. Your wood fence posts should be pressure treated or 
wrapped in vinyl to ensure longevity and to protect against rot and insect infesta-
tion. You will also want to be sure that the fence posts are spaced properly. 

VISIBLE POST

6’ 

3’ 

CONCRETE

When it comes to the construction your new fence, you want to be certain that no detail is 
overlooked and that your fence will literally stand the test of time.
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PANELS
Once your fence posts are securely installed, your contractor will install the fencing 
panels. These panels go between the posts and are securely fastened to the posts 
with screws or nails. After the fence panels have been installed, the posts will be cut 
off at an equal distance from the top of the fence panel. The fence posts are then 
topped with a post cap to further reduce the potential for deterioration.

GATES
Gates within your fence should be braced on both sides and double nailed as the 
gate generally takes more wear and tear than the rest of the fence. Be sure that you 
invest in solid hardware for your fence and gates as the hardware is typically more 
likely to fail than the fence panels themselves.

Most people leave the staining or painting of their fence until after the installation is complete, but it is a good idea to stain the 
fence materials prior to installation, particularly if you are installing your fence in the spring or winter months. If you install your 
fence prior to staining, you will need to wait until the wood is completely dry before you stain the fence. This can be 2-6 weeks 
into the summer months, depending on the weather in your area. 

STAINING & PAINTING
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MAINTAINING YOUR 
NEW FENCE
No matter how great the materials or your contractor are, from time to time, your fence will 
need a little maintenance to keep it standing through the years. 
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Sun and water damage, rot, insect infestation, and rusting can all lead to a deteriorating fence 
and prevention will save you a lot of money and time in the long run.

Here are some maintenance items that you will want to keep an eye on so that your fence looks 
great for years!

Every fall, check each fence post for stability and add extra concrete if your fence needs more support.

Check your gates for rubbing or unusual contact points. Wood gates may fit tighter in the winter months 
after they have absorbed moisture and they will shrink again in the summer as the excess moisture is 
drawn out of the wood, but they should not stick or rub.

If you have a wood fence, you should plan to re-stain it every 2-3 years for best results.

Check your wood fence for mold and mildew. If you spot any, be sure that clean it off before it                                           
compromises your fence structure.

Vinyl fences do not require a lot of maintenance, but you will still want to check stability and wash your 
fence twice per year to improve the appearance.

It is always best to address any repairs, damage, or concerns as soon as possible, before small 
issues have a chance to become big problems. At A & G Fencing, we are happy to provide fence 
repairs for our customers, and you should expect the same of your fencing contractor too.
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NEED HELP WITH 
YOUR NEW FENCE?
If you’re looking for a great fence solution for your home, business, 
or property, contact the experienced team at A & G Fencing. We look       
forward to helping you design and build the fencing solution that is 
right for you.

info@agfence.ca


